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Looking back on 2011...

Dear Elwood Neighbors,
The start of a new year is a time for looking back at our acc

plishments and initiating our g:¢ t he
proud of a long list of capital improvements throughout the village. At a
when many agencies were stagnant, Elwood found creative ways to
forward.
On a personal note, | dm grat El wo

stant support of our community. Throughout the year | withessed our
dents reaching out to make Elwood a great place to live. Our area volun-
teers took care of the hungry, the cold, the less fortunate. They created new community programs
and carried on our local traditions.

In a town our size, success requires full participation, and | would like to thank the many
who did. This is what makes me proud to call
| anticipate an equalbksuccessful new year and look forward to our upcoming projects and
events.

Sincerely,

William Offerman

Village donates paper products recovered by Elwood PD

units at a storage facility in Joliet, where they
recovered more than $10,000 worth of paper
plates, napkins, paper towels, plastic cutlery, and
bath tissue. On July 27, the investigation led
police out of state to a North Judson, Indiana
Flea Market where five more pallets of stolen
goods were also recovered.

At the completion of the investigation the El-
wood Police received a court order to release the
recovered merchandise. Company officials from
the warehouse facility advised the items could no
longer be sold to retail outlets and requested they
be donated to a local charity.

Pictured: Julie Sawyer, Marie Sawyer and Col-
leen Doden help unload paper products donated
to the Jackson Township Food Pantry.

Elwood Mayor Bill Offerman coordinated the

donation of paper products and plastic warcOn December 28, Mayor Offerman, Village Ad-
worth several thousand dollars to the Jackso ministrator Nick Narducci, and Elwood Police
Township Food Pantry. The mayor suggeste Commander Pat Kerr met with numerous volun-
donating the products to the local charity aftelteers from the Elwood Community Church. Us-

Elwood Police recovered the items during ar ing a rented tHaul truck the group of volunteers
investigation. moved the donated merchandise from the storage

B facility to the Jackson Township Food Pantry

Offerman commended the Elwood Police De-|ocated in the basement of the Elwood Commu-
partment for its outstanding work in solving the nity Church, 101 N. Chicago Street.
case of stolen merchandise from the Geergic
Pacific warehouse facility. After an exhaustive Pastor Carrie Kapral and volunteer Brandon Do-
and thorough criminal investigation, Elwood den thanked Mayor Offerman and the Elwood
Police arrested two people in connection with th Police Department for the generous donation.
theft of trailer loads of paper products and plastii The Jackson Township Food Pantry is open for
utensils from the warehouse facility. those in need the third Saturday of every month.
The pantry is in need of donations of Ron
During the investigation police recovered severa perishable food items, paper goods, and cleaning
truckloads of stolen merchandise from a nearb supplies. For more information contact the El-

Flea Market and storage facility. On July 20, wood Community Church at 81423-5113.
police executed search warrants for two storag



Village weighs in on llliana Extension

As planning continues for the proposed Early in the planning phase, Elwood offi- ate traffic congestion at Interstate 80. In

I'I'l'iana cooridor, t cials warned against establishing an i+ Elwood, we want to be certain that traffic
path remains uncertain. After months of liana interchange at Route 53. wonot be redirected t
analysis and input, planners have nar- roadways, 06 Of ferman. sa

AAn expressway acce¢ noi s
53 is unnecessary and would place a Since llliana planning meetings began,
heavy traffic burden on communities the mayor has attended meetings and
along Route 53. Truck traffic should ac- voiced concern over any proposed route

cess the llliana at interstate 55. Routngnear EIl woodds resident
these heavy vehicles onto the interstate rent map of proposed routes does not cut

The llliana, a privatehunded toll road, and away from lllinois 53 is the safest through Elwood and keeps routes to the
would provide a connection between and most practical solution for all com- north or south of the village. With that

rowed the options to eight. Although a
final route has not been selected, one
thing is clear to Elwood leaders: The
small village will see another major road-
way near its borders.

Interstates 55 in lllinois and 65 in Indi- muni ti es i n this ¢ (concern addressed, Offerman, along with E |
ana. The project is proposed as a mean: wood Mayor William Offerman. Village administrator Nick Narducci and
to alleviate traffic congestion on Inter- Public Works Director Max Bosso, con-

Having established CenterPoint Intemo-
dal within its borders a decade ago, El-
wood has experienced fireand the need llliana planners point out it is early in the

for adequate truck routes. Working with process, and such concerns will be ad-

Of eight proposed routes for the llliana, state officials, the village has always for- dressed as the project unfolds; however,
seven are just o ut ‘warded the goal of directing CenterPainé with much at stake, Elwood leaders take
(Four are shown just north of Noel Road traffic to the interstate. In 2011, the state every opportunity to r
and three at New River Road). All seven began a largscale improvement project tial impact on the communities along

state 80. Projections show the eastst
interstate will see drastic travel increases
over the next twenty years.

tinues monitoring the plan for Route 53.

proposals would take the new expressway at Interstate 55 and Arsenal Road. Route 53.
across Il inois 53, . . . e .
. The longawaited project is expected to iUsi ng Route 53 as a
wood officials have expressed apprehen- . . . .
sion ease congestion at the interchange ancnorth and south would dramatically im-

facilitate truck travel on the highway. pact our community and would forever
While route selection is important, access Creating a shortcut between Route 53 anc alter the nature of those neighborhoods
is an equal concern. Area traffic patterns the llliana expressway would undermine closest to the newdg r e at e d corr
will certainly be influenced by the loca- t he st ateds over al | Offerman noted.

tion of Illlianads a
AThe purpose of the al |l ev

Officers honor departing Chief

.- &

OFFICER SUPPORT-Retiring Elwood Police Chief Nick Weiss
was given the greatest compliment a leader can receive last week
when his own men presented him with a token of their apprecia-
tion and esteem. Members of the Elwood Police Department
presented Weiss with a plague commemorating his service. For
just over a year, Weiss came out of retirement to lead the El-
wood PD. He returned to his retirement on Dec. 30. During his
short time in Elwood, the chief made improvements that will
benefit the department for years to come. Weiss's focus on offi-
cer training and productivity was greatly appreciated by his
officers and the Elwood Village Board. Pictured are incoming
Chief Fred Hayes, Officers Ken Jaburek and George Donchez,
Mayor William Offerman, Chief Nick Weiss, Commander Pat
Kerr and Officers Randy Lighfoot and Bill Gilinski.
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Let the freezing begin

On Wednesday January 4, 2012 a team of Elwood public servants from the fire department, police department, and pybiitedorks,
hands to create the Village of Elwood recreational ice rink at Lloyd Erickson Park, 500 N. Chicago Street.

Max Bosso, Director of Engineering and Public Works for the Village of Elwood worked
closely with Elwood Fire Protection District Deputy Chief Jasen Melahn to coordinate the in-
stallation of this yearo6s ice rink.

Several significant i mprovements were m 0s pr
removed several feet of top soil creatinglight concave in the ground level. Additionally . )
center drain pipe system was installed, to allow low standing water to drain off the fd
field sized hollow during the off season. The depression was then covered with a new la
commercial low maintenance and drought tolerant grass seed. The new grass was allowe
mature during the summer months, creating a natural turf barrier for the ice rink.

As the winter season arrived, Director Bosso and the team have covered the ground with a large plastic
liner which can will create a depth of two feet. The plastic liner is anchored with sandbags to help hold
the water until it freezes over. A remarkably warm winter season has delayed the opening of the ice
rink, but the rink will certainly be as popular as ever once the ice is able to freeze.

As soon as itdéds ready, the Il ce Rink wildl be op:
The rink will be posted with appropriate signage and lighting will be timer controlled. We ask resi-
dentsd cooperation in staying off the ice rink

contact Recreation Coordinator Jamie Mack-828-1093.

Elwood PD welcomes new chief

The village of Elwood welcomes Police ant, SWAT Commander, Operations Con

Chief Fred W. Hayes. Elwood Mayor Wil- mander, Investigation Commander and De

liam Offerman appointed Hayes to replac uty Chief.

retiring chief Nick Weiss. Even though heds dgd E | wo o
Hayes is a 34ear veteran of the Joliet appointment offers Hayes something new:

Police Department, where he retired a Working within a small but experienced

Chief of Police. In that city, Hayes led a department gives the chief the kind of hang

department of 302 sworn officers and 8-on access he coul dn a | a
civilian employees with an operating department.

budget of $37 million. Chief Hayes cur- &z 1o ¢ , l6m defini t o
rently serves as the third Vid&residentof |\, 2 5 s going on in t 6s g
the'IIIinois Associat!on of Chiefs Qf Police. ; |, g on in the in th said
He is a_former Presu_jent of:[he WillCounty s ¢ " his ear | y goal s o EI v
Police Chiefos ASSO peighporhoods and learn fisand about | oficer Nick Adams. Elwood Police
Retirement didno6t | theirinterests and concerns. .| wdwart men't c‘)s_h mtI)s sen
decided 31 years 0 paes eamed a BA. in Criminal/Soci] "abpointed Police Chiat Fred Hayees,

enough. Justice with High Honors and a Masters . | | 4 ft ,

il have a true | ovDegree in Public Safety from Lewis Uni{n s gin(ﬁogf péfwog’d I FE'S({S“S
for this kind of work. This is in my blood, versity. He is a graduate of the FBI Nationgl PeY %oltr:ty ac Ehiis ViSi Eti||yse|-fi s rat
and 1 06m too young Academy in Quantico, VA and the Poliog X'- "t i"at ed acti vitly.o
plained (His father served as a police offiEx ecuti ve Research F_I_?]rumﬂ_sf SenlorOI Man -
cer for over 40 years!). agement Institute for Police. An ILAGP| [N New chiel expects o expand onp = .
Chief Hayes worked his way through the Certified Pollce_ Chl(_ef, H_ayes is also an it f%r_war%oE? cfg)%e vf\f/_orkrmg relation-

Joliet Police Department as Patrol Officer Structor at Lewis University. Ship with Elwood officers.
Tactical Officer, Detective, Gang Special- Hayes and his wife have two daughters In

ist, Tactical Sergeant, Operations Lieuter their twenties, both recent college graduates.
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Reeves takes charge of water treatment plant

Rich Reeves, of the Elwood Publict ake over EIl woodds existing system.

Works Department, has taken on th His final step in the lengthy certifica-

duties of Water Operator for the vil-ion process was to complete the licens-

lage. Reeves, WhOo jng class and state test. The water lid € -

partment for three years, completed h censing program is notoriously diffi-

Water Operators certification in De- ¢yl and Reeves watched as his class

After a recent cost analysis, village by one. By the end of the class, there

leaders determined there would be su were only three remaining to take the

stantial savings to tax payers if thceighthour certification test. With the

plant were operated 4house. Since village counting on him to become cer-

their construction, the water and wastet i fi ed, Reeves didndét di sappoint. Shortly
water plants have been contracted to i before Christmas, he announced he had

outside company, indeed passed his exam. 0 BIRST WEEK i Rich Reeves checks the operating
contract with EMC was terminated a Remarkably, Reeves will continueSyY st em for El wooddés water
the start of 2012. much of his public works job list while Reeves recently completed the rigorous training

Having worked with EMC over the pasi taking on the new responsibility. requirement for lllinois water operations.
two years, Reeves was fully prepared |

\oter registration at Elwood Village Hall

The 2012 General Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, Marc Register to vote at Elwood Village Hall
The last day to register to vote is Tuesday, February 21. Early \ 401 E. Mississippi Avenue, 8:30 s:5100 p.m.
will be available February 27 through March 15. For more informa Must display a current d
contact the Will County Clerk, 818404632 or 8157446367 or visit |ssue_d_ ID.Card or another governmésdued
. Identification.
www.thewillcountyclerk.com.

Youth Programs Register at Elwood Village Hall
REGISTRATION/PAY DEADLINE: JANUARY 20.
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