Saturdays in July

9:00 — 11:00 am: Heron Rookery Tour
July 2 | 10:00 am — 1:30 pm: Ghosts of the

Ammunition Plant (Car Caravan)

10:15 — 11:45 am: Hike the Prairie with
Jerry

4:30 — 6:30 pm: Midewin by Horseback
(Iron Bridge Trailhead)

8:00 — 9:00 pm: Campfire Program
(Iron Bridge Trailhead) [Optional —
bring & cook your own campfire snacks

from 6:30 — 7:30]

July 9

10:00 am — 12:00 pm: Midewin for

Kids, Prairie Pioneers

July 16

July 30 6:00 — 8:00 pm: Bike by Twilight
uly

Saturdays in August

August 6 | 4:30 — 6:30 pm: Midewin by
Horseback

7:30 — 8:30 pm: Campfire Program
(Iron Bridge Trailhead) [Optional

— bring and cook your own campfire

snacks - 6:30 — 7:30]

August 13 | 10:00 am — 12:00 pm: Life of the

Prairie Farmer

August 20 | 10:00 am — 12:00 pm: Midewin for
Kids, Raptors & the Food Chain

August 27 | 10:00 am — 12:00 pm: Cemetery
Tour (Starr’s Grove & Chicago Road

Midewin for Kids

Frairic Fionccrs -Pe transporteci back in
time to expcriencc the |llinois Prairie as the
Pionccrs did in the 1800's. Chiiciren will
create (and eatl) a snack like a Pionecr Ci’)i]d,
Piag a game like Prairie Pioneer child and
weave in and around a vast restored Prairic at
Midewin, cxPeriencing the "endless sea of

grass" as did settlers in the past.

Raptors & the Food Chain - Raptors and
the Food Ciiain isa VI RY up close and
Pcrsonai visit with many different indigcnous
specics of |llinois. Prairie State licensed
educator brings the Raptors food chain to
lifel The group will experience the food chain
from ciecomposition all the way to the Raptor.
Tiﬁis Demo also includes a iarge touch table

and nyAs

Auto Caravan Tours

Heron Kookcry -~ Have you ever seen a
group of trees cluttered with sometimes
hundreds of large nests within the canopy? [f
50, you're Probabi9 obser\/ing a heron
rooi«:rg, a coiong where birds such as | he
(Great Biue f"]cron breed and raise their
young, Bring your binoculars and observe
(from a distance) the behavior of these
amazing creatures on this guiciec] walk ciuring

the Peak of nesting season.

Bircis [F ast and West - Bring binoculars

and camera to see the birds that make
Midewin their home. Watch the dew burn off
the grass ciuring this eariy moming hike.

Meet at the We/come Center.

Ghosts of the Ammunition Fiant- [n 1940
the (].9. GGovernment acquired over 36,000
acres of land near the confluence of the
Kankakee and Des Flaines rivers to build an
ammunition Piant. Wiiy here? \What was the

impact on the local economy? [How was it

built and how did it operate? T hese are all
questions addressed on this tour of the
former Elwooci Orcinance Fiant. Mang of the
remaining structures will be viewed, and you will
step into the Past as you entera 1940’s
ammunition storage igioo. T his tour takes
aPProximateig three hours and is offered iag

bus or auto caravan. Routcs vary siightig.

Ccmctcrics - Whether amateur historian or
genealogist, many are interested in cemeteries.
Join Midewin tourguicies inan exploration of
area historic cemeteries. | earn about how the
cemeteries came to be and about the lives of
some of the farmers and mcrciﬁants, settlers
and soldiers, associated with those cemeteries.
Maple Hl” and Kiingler cemeteries will be
visited on the “North” tour, and Chicago
Roaci and Starr’s (srove cemeteries on the
“SOutlﬂ” tour.

I_ch of the Frairic Farmer- | his east side
tour will exPiore the cl’ia”engcs faced bg the
Euro~American settlers and farmers of the
[llinois ta”grass Prairie. The c]evclopment of
agrarian life from the 18%0s through the time
when the US Arm9 Purciiaseci the land for a
munitions Plant in 1940 will be examined, as we
visit the remains of a one room sciiooi, a

i‘xomesteaci, and a small historic cemetery.

Walks & Rides

Bikc Tour—- Leam about the ins and outs of

Midewin over the crackle mcgour tires on the
gravel Pati‘:. You must Provicie and transport
your own bicgcic. [Jeavier tread tires are
recommcncieci, as the route includes both

Paveci and rougii gravel surfaces. Meet at the
We/comc C enter.

Midewin bg Horse ~ See and learn about
Midewin, its i‘n’s‘corg and management, from the

back oigour horse. Join eques’crian
volunteers for a ride through Portions of
Midewin not yet open for Pubiic use as you
learn more about how the area is bcing
managcci tociay. Far’cicipants must bring their
own horse. Ca” for sPechCic directions to the

starting Point for this activitg.

Hike the Prairie with Jcrry - On this 1 -hour
(11 miie) guicicd intcrpretivc i‘:ii«:, Par’cicipants
will view restored Prairie aiong (irass Frog

7 raiand learn about the Prairie restoration
process. Expcct to see a varietg of Prairic
grasses, forbs (Prairie ﬂowcrs) in i)ioom, and
wetland secigcs as well as a variety of
grassianci and savannah birds. | he walk will
finish with a tour of Midewin’s River Road
Seecii)eci Fropagation Area.

Campi:irc Frogram ~ Join us forafun and
rciaxing time in the Prairie ]istening to stories,
singing songs, and Piaging games over the
sigiits and sounds of a crackling fire (optional

bring~3our~own/cooi<~3our~own campicire

snacks. Meet at the [ron Bricige Trai”ﬁead.



General T our |nformation

Cost: Al programs in 2011 are free unless otherwise
noted. Some sPecial group tours involve a fee.

Frogram Duration: Un!ess otherwise noted each
program will last approximately 2 hours.

Reservations: Advanced registration is required. | cave
a message at (815)423-2170 or email

erbender@fs. fed.us. Flease leave contact info in case
we need to contact you about cancellations or c]ﬂangcs
to the tour schedule.

Cancellations: \We will make every cffort to offer all
activities as scheduled. All tours but Primarily bike rides
and campucire programs may be cancelled or rescheduled
due to weather. Changing site conditions and staff
availa]}ilitg may require changes to the schedule. Call
(815)423-21 70 for a recorded message regarding
current program information. You may also leave a
message at this number.

thrc to Mcct: Unless otherwise noted all programs
begin and end at the M/C/CW/I? We/comc Ccntcr located
at 30239 South State Route 53, Wi]mington, [llinois —
the builciing with the 3 ﬂagpo]es in front.

When to Arrive: All programs begin PromPtIfj at the
Publishec‘ time. Flcase P!an to arrive 15 minutes ear]y to
allow time for registration.

What to bn'ng: (Come dressed for the weather, wearing
shoes suitable for wa”dng over easy to moc{eratelg
uneven ground. Bring water, sun Protection, and insect
rePeHant. (Cameras and binoculars are encouraged.
Auto Caravan | ours: Farticipants in these
activities will drive their own vehicles as part of a
staff led caravan. A number of stoPs are made
a]ong the way with short walks to Points of interest.
Kunning commentary can be heard over your vehicle
radio as the caravan moves from Point to Point.
Farticipants need not leave their vehicles if tlneg do
not wish to do so.

Bil(c and Horse Rides: Far’cicipants in these
activities must Provic}e their own bike or horse.
Samcctg: Fub]ic sa}cetg concerns Prcvent access to

the interior of remnant arsenal builclings on tours.

Chicago

Midewin Nationall;
Tallgrass Prairie

®

From I55: Look for exit 241, Wilmington. At the top
of the ramp (both northbound and southbound), turn
left. Travel 3.5 miles on New River Road to the
intersection with State Route 53 and turn left. Follow

Illinois
Indiana

Route 53 for 1.0 mile to the Midewin Supervisor's

Office, on the right side of the highway.

Midewin National Tallgrass
Prairie
30239 S. State Route 53
Wilmington, IL 60481
(815) 423-6370
www.fs.fed.us/mnto/

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or
because all or part of an individual’s income is a public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons
with disabilities who require alternate means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or
(202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider
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(General |nformation

Forthe visitor to Midewin, there are currcnt]9
7,200 acres open to unescorted Pub!ic access.

T here are about 22 miles of interim trails available
for Public use. Several rustic dag use recreation
sites are also available. These sites offer Picnic

table and Por’cablc toilets.

The Midewin Wc/come Ccnt@r, located at 302%9
South State Route 5%, two miles north of
Wilmington, ]L is the P]ace to start your Midewin
visit. Here you will see exhibits c{esignecl to lag the
grounc}work for your own exploration of Midewin,
whether on your own or participating in one of our
escorted programs. \6’ca1c1C at the We/com@ C@nter
can assist you with Planning your visit. A small
bookstore operatcd }33 the Midewin ]ntcrpretive
Association, a Private no’c~1cor~Pro1Cit Par‘tner of the
[Forest Service) is also located in the Wc/come

C enter.




